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The following information will assist you as you write your summer essays. Look carefully at the 
essay 
requirements before you start reading! Please pace yourself this summer! 
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VISIT A MUSEUM 

Our year of study will be an exciting time discovering the arts of many cultures and times.  In order to begin this 
process, you must spend some time this summer doing some discovery on your own.  You must visit a museum and 
view the art.  Some suggested museums located nearby are listed below.  You may also go to one of your own 
choosing, but please seek approval from me first.  There are interesting new shows to see, as well as great permanent 
collections. mchristman@mckinneyisd.net 

FOUR ARTWORK VISUAL ANALASIS 

As you tour the museum, choose four artworks that made an impression on you. Please provide an image of your 
chosen artworks.  Be aware of the posted rules regarding the use of photography; the rules can change from room to 
room.  If possible, take pictures of yourself visiting the museum. You must also provide proof of your museum visit, 
such as a receipt or pictures of yourself at the museum. 

Writing the Visual Analysis. (4-5 pages) Using the seven elements of art and the seven principles of 
design (attached at the back of this assignment), use the analytical method of art criticism (last page of 
packet) and respond to 4 pieces of art. Again, please correctly reference all work you will be discussing 
(title, artist, date, etc. if available). Choose artworks from different periods, styles, and cultures. (for 
example: don’t write about only impressionist works) 
 

• Proof : Take a photograph of yourself at the museum to show that you attended. The photo must 
include something about the museum like a sign in the background, painting, sculpture etc. The photo is 
be handed in with the assignment on your first day. Please also attach a ticket stub. 

 
• Essay Analysis (for each artwork write a one page (double spaced, 12 pt. font) visual analysis in essay 

format: Use the Analytical Method of Art Criticism (below) 
 

1. Choose a painting that uses the color red.  Your painting may come from any time period. (or if 
that color is difficult, a painting that in general focuses on one main color) 

2. Choose an artwork that depicts a story or narrative.  You do not need to know the story or all its 
details, but be able to recognize that a story is being told to you by the artist.  You may use a 
painting or a sculpture. 

3. Choose a sculpture.  You must be able to see all the way around the sculpture 
4. Choose an artwork that is challenging to understand, or makes you feel uncomfortable. 
o Please try and find works from a variety of different periods and/ or cultures 
o Provide an image of the work you are writing about. Remember; always ask before to see if you can 

take a picture of the work (traveling shows, they usually don’t allow you to take pictures, so you can 
provide a detailed sketch, or if possible, purchase a postcard image of the work in the gift shop.) \ 

o Provide proof: Ticket Stub! 
 

• This Assignment is due the first day of school. This will count as your first test grade.  
It is not optional. 

• Essays must: 
• � have well-developed paragraphs 
• � be typed and double-spaced 
• � be proofread; 
• � be written in third person (no first person - "I"); 
• � be in a standard 12 pt. font (standard margins); 
• �  title (italicized), date, and artist (if available) for the work you are referencing. 
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Elements of Art 
The seven "art elements" are the sensory elements used to create all works of art. However, not 
all the art elements may exist in a single artwork. Which ones do you notice right away? Which 
ones are not as prominent? It is your job to look closely at art pieces - you will undoubtedly 
discover several art elements within each composition! 
 
 
Line - extension of a point, elongated mark, connection between two points, the effect      

of the edge of an object. A line can define space or suggest mass and volume. It is a 
continuous or measurable mark. A line can also be implied. 

 
Shape - an enclosed two-dimensional space defined by a line, a color, or a texture. An  

enclosed space is usually called a "shape" while and unenclosed space is simply "space", 
but the two are inseparable and have a powerful and complementary relationship. 
Space/shape relationships can create illusions of depth or of foreground and background. 
In this relationship shape is known as figure, enclosed space, or positive space while 
background space is called ground, background, or negative space. 
There are two basic types of shapes: 

Geometric shapes -circles, rectangles, squares, triangles and so on -   
have the clear edges one achieves when using tools to create such shapes. 
Geometric shapes are man-made. 

Organic shapes -are natural shapes and have less well-defined edges  
(think: an flower or a cloud). 

 
Texture - appeals to the sense of touch, sight and hearing and thus the function of  

texture in an overall design is key. Since all surfaces have a texture ranging from smooth 
to rough, texture is both an integral part of any design. Simply, texture is the surface 
treatment of a two or three-dimensional object. Texture can 
be real or implied (real texture would be the bark of a tree, implied texture would be a 
drawing of the 
bark of a tree). 

 
Color - produced when light, striking an object is reflected back to the eye. There are  

three properties to color. They are hue, which simply means the name given to a color, 
intensity, which refers to the strength and vividness of the color, and value, the shade and 
tint in a color. 

 
Form - an enclosed volume that is three-dimensional such as a cube, a sphere, a  

cylinder. 
 
Space - refers to distances or areas around, between or within components of a piece.  

Space can be positive or negative, open or closed, shallow or deep and two-dimensional 
or three-dimensional. Sometimes space is not actually within a piece, but the illusion of it 
is. 

 
Value - (light and dark) the degree of lightness or darkness within a piece. Shadows,  

darkness, contrasts and light are all values. A shadow is the absence of light caused by 
objects that absorb or partially absorb (intercept) light waves. The presence of shadows 
requires light. 
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Principles of Design 
The Principles of Design are the methods or techniques artists use to organize the art elements 
in specific artworks. While the Art Elements are considered the "ingredients" in works of art the 
Design Principles are considered the rules artists must follow in order to create successful works 
of art from those "ingredients." 
There are seven basic Principles of Design: 
 
Proportion -The relationship of distances, sizes, amounts, degrees, or parts in relation to each 
other. 
 

1. Within one part e.g. length and width 
2. Among parts e.g. area of one part to area of adjoining one 
3. Part to whole 
4. Whole to the environment 

 
Balance -The arrangement of visual elements in order to create stability in an artwork. It  

is the feeling of evenly distributed weight, equilibrium, steadiness, repose, stability, rest. 
There are three kinds of balance: 

 
1. Symmetrical Balance -the vertical organization of the parts of a composition so that  

one side duplicates or mirrors the other. 
 
2. Asymmetrical Balance -when the visual units on either side of a vertical axis are  

actually different but are placed in the composition to create a "felt" sense of balance 
throughout the total work of art. 

 
3. Radial balance -integrates the whole around a center of gravity; think of it as a  

concentration of weight near the center (similar to the radiating center of a bicycle wheel) 
Emphasis -the center of interest. It could be the 
largest, brightest, darkest, etc. point in the work of art. It is the area the eye sees first in an 
artwork. 

 
 
Contrast -showing the differences or opposites between various elements such as color, shapes, 
lines, textures, etc. 
 
 
Rhythm/Movement 
visual "movement" of a work of art through lines, repeated shapes, color, etc. It is the 
path they eye takes when viewing a work of art. 
 
 
Unity (or Harmony) - Agreement in feeling, consistency in mood, pleasing combination of all 
parts relating 
to each other 
 
Variety - variety provides interest, vitality, and energy to a piece of art work. It refers to a way 
of combining the elements of art in involved ways to achieve intricate and complex relationships. 
Variety is often obtained through the use of diversity and change by artists who wish to increase 
the overall success of their work. 
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Art Criticism Guidelines – Analytical 
Method 
Art Criticism is a four-step process. As students of art history, it is your task to examine both the 
form and the function of artworks closely and determine if the artwork accomplishes what the 
artist set out to do. 
 
Title of the Work (always Italicized): _______________Date of the Work:__________________ 
Artist: ____________________________________________________ 
Art form/medium: _____________________________________ 
 
1. Description 

a.  Subject matter (Identify the recognizable objects, if any). 
 
b.  Sensory qualities (Describe the qualities of line, shape/form, texture,  

light/value, color, space). 
 
c.  Technical qualities (Describe how the materials, tools, techniques are used). 
 
d.  Imagine	  taking	  a	  walk	  into	  this	  artwork	  (or	  watching	  a	  sculpture	  come	  alive).	  

Describe	  what	  you	  would	  see,	  hear,	  taste,	  smell,	  touch.	  Look	  for	  things	  that	  are	  not	  
shown	  directly	  but	  are	  implied.	  Is	  there	  anything	  noticeably	  absent?	  

2. Analysis 
a.  How is the work planned? (Identify the kind of balance, rhythms/movements, 

proportions, points of emphasis/dominance, evidence of unity and variety). 
b.  If the work has some subjects you recognize, what relationships do you find 

between them? 
3. Interpretation 

a.  What is the meaning or message behind the work? What are the main expressive 
qualities –sensations, moods, ideas – communicated to you? What expressive 
language can you use to state these qualities? 

 
b.  What evidence is there in the work to support the expressive qualities you have 

identified? 
 
c. How is the work related to other ideas or events? E.g. the artist’s world, his/her 

culture, human characteristics/feelings, the natural world, history, ideas about 
beauty, other ideals… 

 
Art	  is	  always	  “about”	  something;	  interpretations	  are	  persuasive;	  feelings	  can	  be	  
guides	  to	  an	  interpretation;	  there	  can	  be	  different	  or	  contradicting	  interpretations	  of	  
the	  same	  work;	  interpretation	  doesn’t	  end	  with	  the	  artist’s	  intentions;	  no	  
interpretation	  is	  exhaustive;	  some	  interpretations	  are	  better	  than	  others	  (based	  on	  
visual	  evidence	  from	  the	  work	  in	  question);	  and	  a	  good	  interpretation	  invites	  the	  
viewer	  to	  continue	  looking	  on	  their	  own.	  

	  
d.	  	   Who	  was/is	  the	  intended	  audience?	  

 
 
4. Judgment 

a.  Why are you judging this work? Make sure you have completed the other art 
criticism steps first. 
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b.  What criteria are appropriate for judging this work? Why? 

 
c.  Was the artist successful? Do you have an opinion about the work? What could 

have been done differently? Is the message/idea clearly stated? 
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Local Museums  
o Amon Carter Museum (Ft.Worth), http://www.cartermuseum.org/ 

 
o Dallas Musuem of Art,  http://www.dm-art.org/index.htm 
 
o Ft. Worth Museum of Modern Art, http://themodern.org/ 
 
o Latino Culture Center 

(Dallas), http://www.dallasculture.org/latinoculturalcenter/index.asp 
 
o Meadows Museum (SMU), http://smu.edu/meadowsmuseum/ 
 
o Nasher Sculpture Center (Dallas), http://www.nashersculpturecenter.org/ 
 
o The Crow Collection of Asian Art (Dallas), http://www.crowcollection.com/ 
 
 
o The Kimbell Art Museum (Ft. Worth), https://www.kimbellart.org/index.aspx 
 
Artwork Exhibitions to check out this summer: 
  
• The Abelló Collection: A Modern Taste for European Masters 

• April 18-August 2, 2015.  
• The Meadows Museum at SMU.  
• (Highly recommend seeing this show!) 

 
• Botticelli to Braque: Masterpieces from the National Galleries of 

Scotland.  
• June 28-September 20.  
• The Kimbell Art Museum  

 
 

Writing About Art: Online Resources 
• http://writingaboutart.org/pages/formalanalysis.html 
• http://twp.duke.edu/uploads/assets/visual_analysis.pdf 
• http://uwc.utexas.edu/handouts/art/ 

 


